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Checklist for Accessible Landscaping and Outdoor Signage

How does our Determine next
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Is signage around the property easy to read from the street?
> Signage might be the address or name of the building, or
location of visitor or accessible parking.
> All signage is easy to read and situated in quick and reliable
lines of sight.
> - All the signs are consistent for the property using similar
colours, fonts, graphics, and tactile images.

Are all the pathways on the property to and around the building
accessible?

» The path is wide enough for multiple people to travel side-by-
side.

» -The pa th surface is level, firm and stable. Any obstacles or
protruding objects along the path of travel are colour
contrasted and cane detectable.

» The path includes high-contrast markings, raised edges for
cane detecting, and other location indicators like scented
plants and/or tactile directional indicators or unique
materials.

> Drainage along the whole path is sufficient to eliminate any
water pooling.

> Adjacent landscaping is maintained to not impede the
comfort and safety of travel.

» - Along the path, opportunities are available for comfortable
and safe turning around to change direction, especially for
people who use larger motorized wheelchairs and are
accompanied by a service dog or companion.

Are all landscaped spaces lit with even levels of light?
> All of the landscaped spaces around the property have
consistent levels of light and ensure that all the corners are
well lit.
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» There are no dark corners or shadows which could become a
security issue.

» Paths and lines of sight are lit.

> Light fixtures are located and positioned to provide consistent
and ambient lighting throughout, and not shine into eyesight
or into residential windows. Errant light pollution does not
impede dark skies.

Is all of the lighting well positioned?
> Direct all lighting to shine down so that light does not shine
into residential units and no light pollution escapes upward
into the night sky.
» - People who are outside do not have light shining into their
eyes whether they are at standing or seating heights.

Are all the landscaped areas well maintained?

» All of the landscaped areas—both planted and paved—are
well maintained so they are in good condition and free of
debris.

» The paved parts are free of tripping hazards. Cracks and gaps
are clear of weeds and grass growing in them. In order that
they remain stable, firm and slip-resistant, the paved or solid
parts are free of any debris including pebbles, sand or de-icing
agents.

» The planted areas are maintained so there is no debris on the
walking surfaces, there are no overhanging branches, lighting
is not covered, lines of sight are clear.

> If there are no elevated edges along the paved paths, the
adjacent landscaping are level with the path and firm to
support accidental movement onto the landscaping. Consider
installing honeycomb structures to ensure the grassed areas
cannot sink beneath wheelchairs or other mobility devices.

Can the planting provide location cues?
» Multisensorial characteristics of plants can be used to identify
particular locations around the property using plant smells,
sounds and colours.

Is there a maintenance plan in place?

Note: This checklist presents suggestions for consideration. Consult with local authorities as well as agencies and
governing bodies responsible for accessibility before planning for accessibility.
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