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Checklist for Accessible Outdoor Seating and Amenities 
 

Features for Accessible Outdoor Seating and Amenities How does our 
building compare? 

Determine next 
steps and timing 

Does the outdoor seating provide a variety of seating options in a 
variety of locations? 
 Each space has a cluster of seating options so people with 

different needs can sit close together.  
 Provide a variety of seating options, including seating with 

and without armrests, seating with backrests, seating that is 
wider, seating that is higher or lower, and seating with 
adjacent landing space. 

 Provide various seating orientations in these clusters: some 
looking towards the center of attention and others facing 
each other to facilitate socialization. 

 Seating locations have landing spaces for people to park 
wheelchairs or mobility devices, and to turn around. These 
can be along the path of travel for intermittent seating to rest, 
in destination seating, and at specific amenities. 

 Provide diversity of seating locations where some is out in the 
open such as in the sunshine and other seating tucked into 
protected areas out of the wind or under shelter. 

 

  

Does the outdoor amenity space have shelter? 
 Shelter structures provide protection from environmental 

elements such as sun or wind.  
 Overhead clearance needs to be adequate to accommodate 

those standing. 
 All elements of the structure are detectable and visually 

contrasted to their surroundings. 
 The structure has multiple points of access and users are able 

to see into it before entering it. 
 Power outlets provide opportunities for recharging 

equipment. 
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Is the outdoor space(s) well lit? 
 All spaces and the paths to and from are consistently lit so 

that there are no pools of light and therefore corresponding 
pools of dark. 

 The illumination is integrated into the property’s perimeter 
lighting scheme. 

 All lighting is located to only light the ground surface, not 
interfere with adjacent residential units, and not produce 
dark sky light pollution. 

 

  

Do playground structures provide enjoyment for multiple ages and 
abilities? 
 The structures and amenities are usable by a variety of ages 

and abilities, both children and older adults.  
 All equipment has plenty of space for people to easily move 

around. 
 Preferred surfaces are firm, stable, and absorb shock of falls. 

Continuous materials reduce maintenance of upheaval of 
surface.  

 The surface material can either drain or absorb water to 
minimize pooling. All surfaces are non-glare. 

 A variety of materials can be used to define different 
functions or locations. All changes in grade are noted with 
visual and tactile indicators. 

 The equipment itself can be colour-coded to indicate the 
various functions and 3-dimensionality. 

 Include audio and sensory experiences in the range of 
activities available. 

 Adjacent seating provides views towards the play structures. 
Shelter provides options for people to people to choose the 
seating that they are most comfortable with. Plug-ins 
adjacent to the seating can help recharge equipment. 

 

  

Is there a variety of exercise equipment available for multiple 
abilities? 
 Outdoor exercise equipment can provide recreational 

opportunities for a variety of people. 
 All of the equipment has space around it to easily maneuver 

and position one’s body to best use the equipment. 
 All the equipment has clear instructions for use using graphic, 

tactile, braille and colour-coded instructions that is all 
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coordinated. 
 The surface around the equipment is firm, stable, and slip-

resistant, and made of a material that absorbs the shock of 
falls. 

 Adjacent seating provides space for rest or observation. 
 

Are viewpoints, vistas or belvederes available for everyone to enjoy? 
 The path accessing the destination is accessible. 
 The landing space is accessible and level. 
 The surfaces of both are firm, stable, and slip-resistant. 
 Seating is provided both along longer routes and at the 

destination. 
 Provide handrails and guardrails along route and at 

destination as needed. 
 Provide description of the view in braille or tactile language 

on handrail or adjacent signage. 
 

  

Are picnic areas accessible? 
 A balance of open spaces and seating/tables provide options 

for where people can enjoy outdoor eating.  
 Combinations of tables and seating can provide space for 

people using mobility devices, individual and bench seating, 
and elevated seating. 

 Cooking amenities can be in variable heights and have clear 
space to access. 

 Ground surfaces are firm, stable, slip-resistant, easy to clean 
from debris, and no water pooling. 

 The elements are cane detectable. 
 Garbage locations are near but not immediately adjacent 

unless frequently emptied. 
 The area, especially the route and picnic area, are well lit. 

  

Are any water play features accessible? 
 The surfaces around them are firm, stable, slip-resistant, drain 

water, and easy to clear the debris. 
 Grade changes are marked with visual and tactile indicators. 
 The space can have both shade and sun to provide options for 

users. 
 Adjacent seating are available for resting and viewing. 
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Do individuals using the outdoor space have quick access to a 
universal washroom? 
 This are adjacent to amenities and available for all weather 

conditions. 
 Clear signage from the outdoor spaces will indicate the 

accessible route to it. 
 Instructions for how to access it are available. 

 

Is a relief area available for service animals? 
 This space is within close proximity to the accessible entrance 

and accommodates a 3m leash length. 
 Information about the space including directional signage 

includes graphics and braille. 
 Surface materials are turf, mulch or concrete. The space is 

well-defined and fenced in. 
 Adjacent garbage facilities can be included. 

 

  

Are the exterior spaces integrated into the property security 
program? 
 Consider the location of exterior amenities: who has access to 

them from inside and outside the building or property, and 
who can see onto them both from the property perimeter and 
from adjacent buildings. 

 Secure all features and amenities to reduce vandalism and 
theft. 

 

  

Is there a maintenance plan in place for ensuring outdoor seating and 
amenity spaces are maintained and remain accessible and safe. 

  

 
Note: This checklist presents suggestions for consideration. Consult with local authorities as well as agencies and 
governing bodies responsible for accessibility before planning for accessibility.  


