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Checklist for Accessible Stairs (Indoor and Outdoor) 
 

Features of Accessible Stairs (Indoor and Outdoor) How does our 
building compare? 

Determine next 
steps and timing 

Does each step in a set of stairs have the consistent dimensions for 
treads and risers? 
 The body learns the size of each and anticipates what the 

next step will be.  

  

Do any of the steps have open risers? 
 Open risers can be both a tripping or slipping hazard. Some 

people need to use the base of the riser as they ascend the 
stairs. 

 Open risers can be visually confusing since by seeing the 
space behind, the stairs themselves are not as visually 
apparent. 

  

Does the space above the stairs have enough head room? 
 People want to have enough space physically and literally to 

comfortably go up and down the stairs. 
 Also check to see that people cannot walk underneath stairs 

and perhaps knock their heads. This space is either cordoned 
off and cane detectable to locate what is overhead. 

  

Are all the lighting sources positioned to the best benefit? 
 Lights or sources of light such as sunshine through windows 

do not directly shine into people’s eyes whether they are 
going up or down the stairs. 

 All lights are positioned so that people on the stairs do not 
cast shadows that obscure being able to see the stairs. 

  

Is the surface safe? 
 The surface and its material are firm, level, stable, and slip-

resistant. Users feel like the stairs are safe to use and that 
under various conditions, the stairs will continue to be safe. 

 The surfaces are maintained well to not have decay, cracks or 
accumulated debris.   
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 There are not bold patterns or strong designs for flooring or 
carpeting as this can obscure or confuse the shape and the 
location of the steps causing people to misstep.  

Do the colour(s) of the stairs make it easier to use? 
 When the stairs are a different colour from the adjacent wall, 

it is easier to see the edge of the stairs.  
 Each step has a colour-contrast nosing that is visible when 

moving in both directions and runs the length of the step. The 
landings too are contrasted in colour to the stairs. 

  

Can people pass each other easily on the stairs? 
 People can easily pass each other on a rung of stairs. 
 If not, landings have enough space on them so people can 

step out of the way if someone needs more room such as 
walking with an assistive dog or companion. 

 

  

Are the stairs easy to locate? 
 Residents and visitors can find them easily in the building 

both because of logical layout and directional signage.  
 Tactile warning strips are additional directional signage tools 

to direct users to the stairs and indicate their location. These 
strips are located at both the top and bottom of the stairs. 

 Their contrasting colour makes them visually apparent to the 
stairs. 

 

  

Are the landings functional? 
 They are located to break up a run of stairs so there are no 

more than 12 steps. 
 The landings are level and spacious enough so two-way traffic 

can easily pass. 
 No doors or overhead obstructions impede into the space of 

the landing or stairs. 
 

  

Are continuous handrails on both sides of the stairs? 
 For more information see Handrails Checklist  

 

  

Is there a maintenance plan to keep the stairs safe and accessible?   

 
Note: This checklist presents suggestions for consideration. Consult with local authorities as well as agencies and 
governing bodies responsible for accessibility before planning for accessibility.  


