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Checklist for Accessible Ramps (Indoor and Outdoor) 
 

Features of Accessible Ramps (Indoor and Outdoor) How does our 
building compare? 

Determine next 
steps and timing 

Does the ramp have a gentle slope? 
 The gentler the slope, the easier it is to use. 
 A straight run of a reasonable distance means that the user 

will be less likely to tire. Longer runs can be broken up with 
well-marked landings to serve as breaks or to change 
directions. 

 The ramp is either wide enough for people to pass each other 
or in short enough ramp lengths that people can wait and 
pass at the landings. 

 Any slope changes are marked with visual and tactile 
indicators like colour contrasted to the surrounding 
ground/flooring surfaces. 

  

Is the ramp front and center? 
 A ramp, if needed, is clearly part of the main entrance and 

clearly visible from the approach to the main entrance. 
 Any main routes of travel through the building assume that 

grade changes will be accommodated with ramps along that 
route.  

 Residents or visitors are never be expected to use secondary 
entrances or routes. 

  

Is the ramp sturdy? 
 A ramp that is smooth, stable, firm, and slip-resistant exudes 

more confidence in the user that it will be safe to use. 
 Either a well-built edge or continuous railing keeps the user 

away from the edge and the wheels remain on the ramp. 

  

Does the ramp have any cross slopes? 
 Stability is important. When individuals are expected to shift 

in multiple directions, they can feel unstable or unsettled in 
their journey. Only minimal cross slope is needed to promote 
drainage. 
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How does the lighting work along the ramp? 
 The whole ramp and all the landings are illuminated with 

uniform lighting. The users do not cast shadows on the ramp 
as they use it. 

 

  

Is there a maintenance plan to keep the ramps and surrounding areas 
accessible?  
 The ramps are always maintained well so they are clean and 

free of any debris including seasonal debris like leaves, snow 
or ice. 

 

  

 
Note: This checklist presents suggestions for consideration. Consult with local authorities as well as agencies and 
governing bodies responsible for accessibility before planning for accessibility.  


