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Checklist for Accessible Residential Dwelling Units

How does our Determine next

Features of Accessible Residential Dwelling Units o o
building compare? | steps and timing

Are residents able to install or access a security system that uses their
preferred form of communication?
» Provide the means for residents to access the security system
for both the building entrance and their unit entrance.

Is the entrance to the unit accessible?

> The doorway is wide enough for easy passage. The materials
of the adjacent walls, frame and door are durable.

» The door and frame are colour contrast to the surrounding
walls.

» Any entrance hardware is easy to reach and use.

» The door itself is light weight or power operated with an
opening time long enough for residents and visitors to cross
the threshold at their preferred speed.

Are all the paths of travel in the unit easy for anyone to use?
» The layout of the unit is logical, and residents are able to
reach and use all parts of the unit.
» Visitors to the unit are able to navigate through the unit
freely and access the washroom.

Is the kitchen able to be customized to meet the needs of the
resident?

» The layout of infrastructure features like plumbing and
electrical supply facilitates any changes in the layout and
configuration of the kitchen.

» Variable workspaces are available.

Is the washroom able to be customized to meet the needs of the
user?
> The location and layout of the main unit washroom is
accessible for anyone using a mobility device such as a
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wheelchair who visits the unit.

The toilet is elevated and positioned with space around it for
preferred transfers.

Grab bars—pull-down or fixed—are installed in suitable
locations.

All materials are slip-resistant and surfaces in different planes
are colour-contrasted for easier identification.

The room has good lighting and has temperature controls.
See Checklist for Washrooms for further information.

Does the residential unit/apartment have a bathtub?

>

>

Though this might not be suitable for people using mobility
devices, bathtubs can be made safer and therefore not
become a location for slips and falls.

The floor outside the tub is firm, stable and slip-resistant.
Avoid bathmats since they are not stable. A combination of
horizontal and vertical grab bars aid in the movement in and
out as well as up and down in the tub.

A stable bathtub seat provides options for seating locations
within the tub.

Adjustable handheld shower wand with on/off controls on
the head provide greater control. Mount tub controls within
reaching distance to seating locations both within the tub or
on a tub seat.

Are laundry facilities in the unit able to be configured differently?

>

>

The machines can be installed side-by-side at the desired
height.
There is ample space in front of the machines to maneuver.

Can the balcony be used with enjoyment?

>
>
>

The locking mechanism is easy to engage and release.

The door is easy to slide or open.

There is ample space in front of the door to install a lift
platform and associated electrical supply.

Ensure mobility devices can fit through the doorway. Provide
a clear turning radius with some flexibility to arrange oneself
in multiple ways once on the balcony.

The balcony deck can have a raised flooring installed that is
firm, stable, slip-resistant and easy to shed water or clean.
The railing height will not be compromised by the height.
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» The railing is not entirely invisible or can be obscured to be
visible and to control the sightlines beyond.

Are the windows fitted with controlled covering?
» Window coverings as preferred by the resident are installed
on both inside and/or outside of windows to control the
quality of light, privacy, and heat gain through glazing.

Are all electrical controls and outlets functional and within reach?
> These are all mounted within easy reach for the user. They are
easy-to operate such as wide paddle rocker switch.
» These can be operated via preferred remote communications
means.

Is the flooring suitable for all residents of the unit?
» All the flooring in the unit is firm, stable and slip resistant.
> Itis color contrasted to walls or other vertical elements in the
space.
» Any transition between flooring is flush or minimal height
difference and beveled.
» Different flooring will have similar colour tones.

Is the resident able to control their internal environment?

» Residents can locate lighting sources as preferred. These can
be completely controlled by the resident via their preferred
form of communication.

> Residents are able to control the internal temperature and air
quality of their unit.

Is there a maintenance plan to keep all features of the residential unit
accessible?

Note: This checklist presents suggestions for consideration. Consult with local authorities as well as agencies and

governing bodies responsible for accessibility before planning for accessibility.
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