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Checklist for Accessible Seating in Indoor Common Areas 
 

Features for Accessible Indoor Common Area Seating How does our 
building compare? 

Determine next 
steps and timing 

Does the seating work for the greatest number of residents? 
 A diversity of seating is available throughout the building. 
 Some seating is positioned so mobility devices or service dogs 

can land adjacent to it.  
 Some seating fits wider individuals.  
 Some seating is higher for individuals with longer legs; some 

lower.  
 Individuals use the sturdy arms and seating edges to lift 

themselves up. The open space under the seating affords 
them space to swing their legs under themselves as they 
stand up. 

 The seating is contrast to the surroundings and a solid or 
simple pattern makes it discernable in the space. 

 

  

Once seated, how can individuals reach? 
 Architectural elements accommodate seated individuals with 

limited reach. The comfortable zone is lower than their 
shoulders, higher than their knees and outstretched to an 
angle from their hips. 

 

  

Is there a maintenance plan to keep all common seating areas safe 
and accessible? 
 

  

 
Note: This checklist presents suggestions for consideration. Consult with local authorities as well as agencies and 
governing bodies responsible for accessibility before planning for accessibility.  


