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Checklist for Accessible Doors 
 

Features of Accessible Doors How does our 
building compare? 

Determine next 
steps and timing 

Are all the doors and doorways wide enough? 
 By making the door comfortably wide, users have enough 

space to easily pass through the doorway while not needing 
to slow down. 

 The hardware on the door does not impede the ability for 
people to comfortably pass through the doorway. 

 Door types—sliding or otherwise—are chosen to facilitate 
passage. Door hardware like off-set hinges promote 
additional width. 

 

  

Are the doors too heavy to open? 
 The doors themselves, the power-operators or the closers 

that control them might require too much force for people to 
easily use them manually.  

 As well, the closers might close them too quickly before 
people have been able to clear the doorway.  

 

  

Are all manual door openers and handles easy to use? 
 Door handles are lever style and can be opened easily and 

with minimal manual dexterity. 
 Door openers like push bars are installed on doors to facilitate 

passage.  
 

  

Are power door operators configured for maximum operation? 
 Doors such as main entrances have power door operators to 

facilitate passage. The timing of these provides enough time 
for people to organize themselves to get ready to enter, and 
to pass through the entrance before starting to close. 

 Fire doors are configured to remain open until the fire alarm 
is set and the door is electronically released. 
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Are power door operators easy to locate and activate? 
 Large paddles contrast to their background and are easy to 

visually locate. Those mounted within easy reaching height for 
seated individuals are easier to access. Activators are located 
along the path of travel at a distance and location where their 
activation facilitates continuous and smooth movement up to 
the door. 

 Devices like wave- or FOB-activated operators reduce the 
need to position oneself close to the activator and require 
less manual dexterity to activate. 

 

  

Do the doors facilitate movement along the path of travel? 
 The direction of the door swing is such that people open it to 

continue along their direction of travel without needing to 
stop and reverse their movement before proceeding. 

 Any time a door opens into the path of travel, especially if it 
crosses that path, this are demarked both visually and 
physically to prevent collisions. 

 

  

Are all doorway thresholds as level as possible? 
 Thresholds across doorway frames or where flooring changes 

have a minimal difference in height between them and all 
transitions will be beveled. 

 

  

Is the door and doorway made with durable materials? 
 The walls adjacent to the door frame, the frame itself and the 

door are made of durable materials that can withstand 
repeated and extreme impact.  

 The door might also have a kick plate extending the whole 
width. 

 

  

Is the door and/or the door frame colour contrast to the surrounding 
walls? 
 The contrasting colour makes the door and frame easier to 

locate and pass through. 
 Those doors that are not to be accessed by the public can be 

painted the same colour as the walls; therefore, those that 
are coloured distinguished will be easier to identify and 
locate. 
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Are all the doors and entrances well signed or labeled? 
 Signs identify what the door leads to and therefore avoids 

confusion. 
 The signs are located on the handle side of the door frame so 

users can get close and read it both in close proximity and 
tactily if needed. 

 

  

Are windows or sidelights available? 
 Windows or sidelights provide lines of sight to what might be 

one other side of the door. This reduces the chance for 
collision. 

 These are positioned to serve individuals in either standing or 
seated heights. 

 If either are large expanses of glazing, these are marked with 
visual bands at both seated and standing eye levels to visually 
locate the glazing. 

 

  

Is lighting on both sides of the door even? 
 When levels of lighting are the same on both sides, people 

moving through do not need to adjust their vision between 
high contrast spaces. 

 

  

There is a maintenance plan in place for managing all door systems 
throughout the building. 

  

 
Note: This checklist presents suggestions for consideration. Consult with local authorities as well as agencies and 
governing bodies responsible for accessibility before planning for accessibility.  


