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Checklist for Guidelines for Clear Paths of Travel for Accessibility 
 

Features of Clear Paths of Travel for Accessibility How does our 
building compare? 

Determine next 
steps and timing 

Is the whole path of travel clear of obstacles? 
 Nothing is in the way along the whole route. Things like chairs 

or potted plants are moved to the side to keep the pathway 
clear. 

 Nothing impedes headroom along the route. Lighting or other 
items like banners are not hanging into headroom space. 

 Anything in the space that projects into the space above knee 
height is not easily detectable with a cane and are removed. 

 

  

Is the path wide enough? 
 Residents are able to easily pass each other. 
 A longer hallway will feel narrower the longer it is, like a 

tunnel.  
 Spaces that open up will provide room for turning around or 

moving out of the way or seating along the way to rest. 
 

  

Is the whole path of travel easy to identify and locate? 
 Potential users can easily identify and locate the main paths 

of travel outside and inside the buildings. This is because it is 
logically located in relation to its surroundings, it is easy to 
access from public spaces, from loading zones and accessible 
parking, and from the main entrance. 

 

  

Is the whole surface in good condition? 
 There are no gaps or cracks in the floor or ground surface. 
 The whole surface is stable, firm and slip-resistant. It is 

maintained well with no debris like leaves, garbage or 
snow/ice along the route. 

 

  

Are all transitions along the route seamless? 
 Any transitions from one flooring to another are not abrupt 
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and as smooth as possible.  
 Any significant changes in slope are clearly marked and use 

appropriate vertical circulation systems. 
 

Does the lighting serve the whole route? 
 Lighting is uniformly distributed through the whole area 

where residents travel. The floor or ground surface does not 
have pools of light or shadows. These surfaces do not have 
glare or reflections. 

 

  

Is seating available at various locations along the path of travel? 
 Seating provides residents with the opportunity to rest either 

while traveling or while waiting. The seating is contrasted to 
surroundings and detectable along the route. 

 

  

Does the route have handrails? 
 Handrails are part of the main route of travel and act as a 

directional indicator. 
 Handrails are available on both sides of the corridor as they 

assist to provide support and balance for residents as they 
need it. 

 Handrails are easy to grasp, secured to support large weight, 
and visually contrasted to the surrounding wall. 

 

  

Are all larger windows and walls of glazing clearly marked? 
 These can be misunderstood as open spaces. Ensure they are 

well marked visually at eye level for both standing and seated 
heights so residents are less likely to walk into them. 

 Edges of glass doors that open onto paths of travel are clearly 
marked to see where they are in space. 

 

  

Ensure a maintenance plan is in place to ensure all paths of travel 
remain clear. 

  

 
Note: This checklist presents suggestions for consideration. Consult with local authorities as well as agencies and 
governing bodies responsible for accessibility before planning for accessibility.  


